64                    HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN GREAT  BRITAIN
he first came to the university his name was placed upon the
matricula, or list of students, kept by each master. Hence the modern
term, matriculation. Just as the apprentice to the tailor, saddler,
or goldsmith became a journeyman after a number of years, so too,
the award of the title of Bachelor showed that the apprentice to
learning had passed through the first half of his course satisfactorily,
and now, although still a pupil, he could undertake a certain amount
of teaching under the direction of a master. After further time spent
in teaching and study, which varied in length according to the
Faculty and the period of history, the bachelor might become a
master.1 Some masters continued to teach at the university and
were known as Regent Masters (magistn actu regentes\ whilst
others taught in schools and were called Non-Regent Masters
(magistri non regentes)
The candidate for the degree of bachelor had to take a prelimi-
nary test (Responsions) which involved a disputation in logic and
grammar with a master. If he passed this successfully, he presented
himself before a board of examiners consisting of three (later four)
masters of his faculty who satisfied themselves that he had ful-
filled the conditions of residence and attended the necessary lectures.
They then proceeded to ask him questions about the contents of the
books he had studied. Having passed this test with credit, he was
allowed to determine. The Determination took the form of a dis-
putation in which the candidate eventually determined, or summed
up and gave a definite solution of, the problem he had chosen. At
Paris the disputation took place in the Vicus Stramincus (Straw
Street), so called because, for the sake of warmth, the floors of the
examination halls were strewn with straw. The audience before
whom the exercise took place consisted of the masters and fellow
students of the candidate, but the disputation was also open to the
general public. Cases were known m which the determiner's
friends rushed into the street and collected an audience from the
passers-by. A successful determination was frequently followed
by some kind of banquet.
1 It originally took three years to become a Bachelor, another four for the
Mastership, and five or more years, according to the Faculty, for the Doctorate.
As time went on, the period of residence demanded grew shorter, and at the
English universities, residence became unnecessary after the bachelor's degree.
On the Continent, the baccalaureate tended cither to disappear or to become the
equivalent of matriculation. Originally the term "degree" (grac/us) was
confined to the baccalaureate which was looked upon as a step to the mastership.
The term Faculty at first denoted the capacity to teach a subject or group of
subjects, but later it came to stand for the whole collection of masters and
students of those subjects.